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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crass et al. (4,720,420) in view of Niedenthal. 

Crass et al. disclose a tubular casing with a heat sealable polymer material. A 
transverse seam is disclosed (col. 1 , lines 10-30). It is seen that the seam would have 
been a jointing seam since it is a seam which is two seams of material which are 
brought together and sealed and jointed. Claim 13 differs from the reference in 
whether the seam is a flat transverse seam. However, Niedenthal et al. disclose that it 
is known to make a flat transverse seam by flattening a rolled seam (fig. 13, no. 74. 
and col. 6, lines 25-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to flatten the transverse 
seam on the casing in reference to Crass et al. as shown by Niedenthal et al. 

The product is biaxally oriented and heat set as in claim 14 (col. 2, lines 60-63). 
The casing is seen to be heat sealable since the reference refers to a sealable casing. 

As two layers of polymer material are used, the casing as in claim 15 is seen to 
have a water and oxygen impervious layers. 
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Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
above combined references as applied to the above claims and further in view of 
DE1 0001 699 (applicants' reference). 

Claim 16 further requires a sewn seam. DE1 0001 699 discloses that it is known 
to make a sewn seam (abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to make a 
sewn in the product of the combined references. 

Nothing new is seen as in claim 17 in locating the sewn seam next to the sealed 
seam in order to provide more strength or to further imitate the seam via embossment. 
It would have been obvious to locate the sewn seam at a place where it does the most 
good and to further provide embossment. 

The further limitations of claims 19-22 are known variations in making casing, 
which would have been obvious to use where needed. 

The limitations of claims 2, 3, 5-12 have been disclosed above and are obvious 
for those reasons. 

The heat sealable layer is on the inner side of the tubular casing (col. 1 , lines 1 5- 
18 Crass et al.) as in claim 4. 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicants' response to the restriction requirement has been found persuasive. 
However, the species requirement is still found to be applicable. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The use of the term "jointing seam" is not 
understood. Does applicant mean "joining seam"? 

Drawings 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing 
under 37 CFR 1 .81 (c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Helen F. Pratt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1404. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. V to ( a o, can be reached on 571 -272-. > o The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
/Helen F. Pratt/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 
7-14-08 



